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igh he could not help, in his book, making her
to him at last, when it was too late. The nd was still smarting. He detests and despises
he says ; and the only words of spitefulness rded in his generous, large-minded life, are n he mentions, with pretended pity, that owing H-health she has completely lost her beauty. jpite of this outburst, however, we find that he e forward later on, and helped her with much gy when she was in difficulties. He never
the satisfaction of knowing whether she were ished or no ; as when he showed her the book ire it was published, with the ostensible reason wishing through her to disarm the Faubourg
Germain,  which  is  severely criticised  in its 3S, she professed much admiration for it. [eanwhile, Madame  de Berny was  beginning
slow process of dying ; and Balzac speaks >tantly with trouble of her failing health, and he heart disease from which she suffered, and ch, with her usual unselfishness, she tried to ?eal from him. She was too ill now to correct proofs, and her family circumstances were, as have already seen, very miserable ; so that her
was closing sadly. In January, 1835, Balzac it eight days with her at La Boulonniere, near nours, working hard all the time ; and was dfied to find her so ill, that even the pleasure reading his books brought on severe heart
lis life at this time was enormously busy ; the,HjM»(u*tai Madame L. Surville. t "Lettres a 1'Etrangere."is a masterpiece, I know; but it is a little master- and hadhen the work is finished."he diligence with five Swiss, who treated himonsciousnesse were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
